A novel systematic approach to ECG interpretation.
Regardless of the patient's symptoms, the 12-lead electrocardiogram (ECG) needs to be assessed in a comprehensive and systematic manner in order to avoid missing critical information. The RIRI approach to ECG interpretation offers a fast, reliable and systematic method to ensure that all aspects of interpretation are covered. The acronym is easy to remember and can be used by all health care practitioners ranging from novice to expert. RIRI reminds us to check the rate, intervals, rhythm and ischemia/infarction. Becoming familiar with the RIRI approach and consistently using this method will reduce the amount of time spent on the interpretation of the ECG and increase the time spent with the patient.